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ABSTRACT 
 
The objectives of this research are to know the correlation between 
students’ vocabulary mastery and grammar mastery, the correlation between 
students’ vocabulary mastery and their paragraph writing ability, the 
correlation between students’ grammar mastery and their paragraph writing 
ability, and the correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery and 
grammar mastery in their paragraph writing ability.  
In taking the sample of the research, the writer used Cluster Random 
Sampling Technique because the population is homogeneous.The population 
of the research was 334 students which consis of 9 classes. It was taken from 
the students of the second semester of the eighth class at Junior High School 
8 of Bandar Lampung in 2012/2013. In collecting the data, the writer used an 
objective test that is multiple choice, consisted of 50 items for vocabulary 
and 40 items for grammar test, while for the writing the students were asked 
to make a composition based on the topic given. To analyze the data of the 
research the writer used multiple correlation. 
The result of the research showed that r-count = 0.8 is higher than r-
table = 0.312. It means that there is a significant multiple correlation between 
students’ vocabulary and grammar mastery in their paragraph writing ability. 
So, the hypothesis is accepted. 
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INTRODUCTION 
People always interact each other. It means that people communicate to 
one another. To make communication runs well, people need an important 
thing that called language. Without language, it is impossible for people to do 
interaction among each other in daily life. Language is not only used 
individually and in pairs but in groups also. Such as in community and 
population. 
There are many languages that are used by different people in the 
world. Nowdays, there are several national languages which become 
international languages. It means that those languages are not only used in its 
country but also in other countries. One of them is English. That is why 
English is important to be taught and learnt. In Indonesia, English is thought 
for students of Elementary school up to University. 
Then, English as the international or foreign language has four skills 
that should be mastered by the students. They are namely listening, speaking, 
reading and writing. Besides, there are some components that should be 
understood also by them, such as vocabulary, grammar, punctuation, spelling, 
phonetic, and pronunciation. Further more, if the students are able to master 
those components, it will improve the students’ English ability. 
In learning English, writing skill is really needed for students to express 
their opinion, ideas, and thinking. Therefore someone else can know and 
understand those by reading the composition. Brown (2001: 337) states, 
“Writing is, in fact, a transaction with words whereby you free yourself from 
what you presently think, feel and perceive.” It means that in writing, people 
can write words freely to present whatever they think, feel and perceive. 
Furthermore, Brown (2001: 340) adds, “writing is primarily for the display of 
student’s knowledge”. It means that student’s knowledge will be known 
firstly from his writing. If his writing is good, it shows that the student has 
good knowledge but if the writing is not good, the student’s knowledge must 
be improved. Brown (2001: 337) states, “Writing is, in fact, a transaction 
with words whereby you free yourself from what you presently think, feel 
and perceive.” It means that in writing, people can write words freely to 
present whatever they think, feel and perceive. Furthermore, Brown (2001: 
340) adds, “writing is primarily for the display of student’s knowledge”. It 
means that student’s knowledge will be known firstly from his writing. If his 
writing is good, it shows that the student has good knowledge but if the 
writing is not good, the student’s knowledge must be improved. 
In writing there are some basic characteristics of good and effective writing 
based on Nordquist, R. (2010: 2). They are: 
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1. Good writing has clearly defined purpose. 
In achieving the purpose, the writer must know the purpose first 
before they are going to write something. Thus, it can make the 
writer easier to organize and develop their ideas logically and 
make their writing has a clear purpose. 
2. It makes a clear point. 
In writing, the topic sentence or the main idea must be explained 
clearly by the writer. 
3. It supports that point with the specific information. 
There must be cohesive and coherent supporting sentence of 
specific information that supports the point of writing. 
4. The information is clearly connected and arranged. 
The writer must be able to create logically connected sequence of 
paragraphs and to organize the writing well in order to make a 
good and clear composition. Besides, the content of writing must 
be also related to each other. 
5. The words are appropriate and the sentences are clear, concise, 
empathic, and correct. 
The writer has to attain skill in choosing the appropriate 
vocabulary within a context, collocation, idioms, and correct 
grammatical features up to the length of a sentence. 
Paragraph is a part of writing that consists of one to ten sentences that 
develop one main idea in written form thoroughly. A paragraph also should 
have developing sentence that present all information to support one main 
idea and have a conclusion that tell us that writer has finished discussing the 
ideas and it also supported by unity and coherences. Hereby for instance 
Alice and Hogue in Brown (2001: 3) describe that paragraph is also a basic 
unit of organization in writing in which a group of related sentence develops 
one main idea. A paragraph can be as a short as one sentence or as long as ten 
sentences. The number of sentence is unimportant; however the paragraph 
should be long enough to develop the main idea clearly. Meanwhile, Coffey 
(1987: 3) states that, “paragraph is a group of sentence that clearly and 
concisely express one basic idea”. The paragraph can be complete itself, or it 
can be a part of an essay, a research report and so on. It is supported by 
Hogue and Alice in Reid (1993: 3) who say that paragraph is a basic unit of 
organization in writing in which a group of related sentence develop one 
main idea. 
To improve writing ability, students should master two other basic 
abilities, vocabulary and grammar. The important of vocabulary becomes the 
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base of peoples’ thinking. Cameron (2002: 72) states “Building up a useful 
vocabulary is central to the learning of a foreign language at primary level.” 
In other page, Cameron said that vocabulary is fundamental to using the 
foreign language as discourse (2002: 95). Taken from Zimmerman (1997) in 
Brown that vocabulary is central to language and words are of the critical 
importance to language learning. Meanwhile, Hudson (2011: 227) had seen 
vocabulary as a primary factor in verbal comprehension throughout much of 
the history of modern psychological and educational research. In short, the 
fundamental in learning language is learning vocabulary. How good people 
or students in memorizing, collecting, and combining vocabularies will show 
how good them to convey their opinion in written or spoken. It is supported 
by Cameron (2002:94) that Vocabulary has been as major resource for 
language use. 
To make the communication run well, not only need good vocabulary 
but the people or learners should know how to arrange those words into good 
sentences. So, the others will understand it well. Then, how to arrange those 
words into good sentences is called grammar. It is supported by Brown 
(2001: 362) “Grammar is the system of rules and governing the conventional 
arrangement relationship or words in a sentence.” Furthermore, Thornbury 
(1999: 1) states “Grammar is a description of the rules that govern how a 
language’s sentences are formed.” It means that there is a rule before people 
make sentences in written or orally. The sentence will be meaningful if it is 
in correct grammar. 
Freeman (1991) in Brown (2001: 362) adds “Grammar is one of three 
dimension of language that is interconnected. Grammar gives us the form or 
structures of language, but those forms are literally meaningless without a 
second dimension of language, that of semantics (meaning), and a third 
dimension, pragmatics. In the other words, grammar tells us how to construct 
a sentence (word order, verb, noun system, modifiers, phrases, and clause”. 
The conclusion is for people or English students, learning grammar is 
very needed because if they do not know the rules of grammar, then they will 
never be able to communicate clearly and effectively in the English language 
and the person who is reading they work may will be quite confused as to 
their meaning. The problem in this research can be formulated as follow: 
1. How is the correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery and 
their ability in paragraph writing? 
2. How is the correlation between students’ grammar mastery and 
their ability in paragraph writing? 
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3. How is the correlation between students’ vocabulary and grammar 
mastery with their paragraph writing ability? 
The result of research may give information to the English teacher 
about the correlation between students’ vocabulary and grammar mastery in 
their paragraph writing ability, raise students’ motivation in learning English, 
especially in studying vocabulary, grammar and writing, and give 
information for further research with certain interests. 
 
METHOD 
This research used descriptive quantitative method. It used to know the 
correlation between students’ vocabulary and grammar mastery in their 
paragraph writing ability. The population of this research were the students of 
SMP N 8 Bandar Lampung in 2012/2013. The number of students at the 
second semester is 334 students. The way to take the sample is by using 
Cluster Random Sampling Technique.  
The techniques in collecting the data in this research are divided into 
main technique and supporting technique. In this research the tests were used 
to know the students’ vocabulary mastery, grammar mastery, and students’ 
paragraph writing ability. To support the main research, this research used 
documentation. Documentation means that the writers asked the teacher 
about students’ English score and the data of it. 
 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
The Analysis Invariant Frequency Distribution of Students’ Vocabulary 
From the data analysis, the highest score for vocabulary test is 86 and 
the lowest score is 40. While the criterion is divided into three, namely high, 
fair and low. From the result of interval, the invariance frequency distribution 
of the students’ vocabulary as follows: 
1. There were 13 students or 32.5% who got high score. 
2. There were 15 students or 37.5% who got fair score. 
3. There were 12 students or 30% who got low score. 
 
The Analysis Invariant Frequency Distribution of Students’ Grammar 
Mastery 
From the data analysis, the highest score for grammar test is 90 and the 
lowest score is 50. While the criterion is divided into three, namely high, fair 
and low. From the result of interval, the invariance frequency distribution of 
the students’ grammar mastery as follows: 
1. There were 9 students or 22.5% who got high score. 
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2. There were 16 students or 40% who got fair score. 
3. There were 15 students or 37.5% who got low score. 
 
The Analysis Invariant Frequency Distribution of Students’ Paragraph 
Writing Ability 
From the data analysis, for paragraph writing test the highest score is 
80 and the lowest score is 40. While the criterion is divided into three, 
namely high, fair and low. From the result of interval, the invariance 
frequency distribution of the students’ paragraph writing ability as follows: 
1. There were 7 students or 17% who got high score. 
2. There were 18 students or 45% who got fair score. 
3. There were 15 students or 37.5% who got low score. 
 
The Normality Test of Vocabulary Mastery 
From the calculation, it was good at significant level of 0.05 and also 
0.01 in the reality:  
χ²ratio < χ²table.  
4.06 < 7.81 
So the Ho hypothesis is accepted, it means the data has normal distribution. 
 
The Normality Test of Grammar Mastery 
From the calculation, it was good at significant level of 0.05 and also 
0.01 in the reality:  
χ²ratio < χ²table.  
7.61 < 7.81 
So the Ho hypothesis is accepted, it means the data has normal distribution. 
 
The Normality Test of Writing Ability 
From the calculation, it was good at significant level of 0.05 and also 
0.01 in the reality:  
χ²ratio < χ²table  
4.59 < 7.81 
So the Ho hypothesis is accepted, it means the data has normal distribution. 
 
The Correlation between students’ Vocabulary Mastery and Their Writing 
Ability 
Based on the result, rcount 0.80, with n=40 for significant level 5%, it is 
got 0.312. It is known that 0.80 > 0. 312. So, there is positive and significant 
correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery and their writing ability. 
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The Correlation between Students’ Grammar Mastery and Their Writing 
Ability 
Based on the result, rcount 0.62, with n=40 for significant level 5%, it is 
got 0.312. It is known that 0.62 > 0. 312. So, there is positive and significant 
correlation between students’ grammar mastery and their writing ability. 
 
The Correlation between Students’ Vocabulary and Grammar Mastery in 
Their Paragraph Writing Ability 
Based on the result, rcount 0.8, it means that there is positive and 
significant correlation between students’ vocabulary and grammar mastery in 
their paragraph writing ability because from the calculation of table with n = 
40 for significant 5 % know that rtab = 0.312, so rcount > rtab. It means that 0.8 
is higher than 0.312 and the writer consulted to the criteria based on 
Sugiyono (2010:257) that 0.80 – 1.00 is very high correlation.   
 
DISCUSSION 
Based on the vocabulary and grammar concepts, it finds that both 
vocabulary and grammar have important role in communication whether in 
spoken or written form. However, people can make communication if they 
know what words will be used, that is vocabulary. Then, they can 
communicate effectively if they know how to arrange those words into good 
sentences and paragraphs, that is grammar. In writing, even people or 
students know how to make good writing but if it is not supported by good 
vocabulary and grammar, their writing will be not useful. It is supported by 
Bagder and White (2006: 6), Vocabulary and grammar is close related with 
writing. It means that both vocabulary and grammar are important to be 
mastered to be able to make a good composition. It isalso supported by 
Brown (2001: 321), that To make a good writing the writer has to master the 
components of language; they are spelling, vocabulary, punctuation marks. 
Raimes (1987: 6) states, “There are many elements that should be 
considered and noticed in producing a piece of writing, for example, content, 
grammar, syntax, mechanic, organization, word choice and so forth”. 
Thornbury (2002: 13) adds “Without grammar very little can be conveyed, 
without vocabulary nothing can be conveyed”. It is very clear that both 
vocabulary and grammar are needed in making writing because if the writing 
is not in correct grammar, the readers will be confused in getting the 
information but furthermore, without vocabulary, the reader will not get 
anything. 
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According Reid (1993: 25), “Moreover the exercises were language 
based: they usually concentrate on vocabulary building, reading 
comprehension, grammar and even oral skills that culminated in a piece of 
writing”. Based on this theory the writer can conclude that there is step to 
have good writing. Start from building up the vocabulary, reading, grammar, 
oral skill and the last a piece of writing will be created. Then there is no other 
way if the learners want to have a good writing, they have to master the 
grammar and vocabulary first and it is impossible if they have a good writing 
without both of them. 
That problem and hypothesis are rejected or not it can be seen in the 
fact of research in point of face score rcount = 0.8 then the hypothesis can be 
accepted if rcount is higher than rtable. Based on the result above, it can be said 
that there is correlation between students’ vocabulary and grammar mastery 
in their paragraph writing ability because it can be proved that rcount is 0.8.                                    
The result of the data also showed that for vocabulary test there are 12 
students who got low score, 15 students for grammar test and for paragraph 
writing test, there are 15 students who got low score. It was occurred because 
they still got difficulties in using vocabulary and grammar in their paragraph 
writing and they were also confused in using the appropriate words in 
writing. From the calculation above, it indicated that:  
1. When the students have inadequate vocabulary and grammar, they 
will be confused and will have difficulties in making paragraph 
writing. 
2. When the students master vocabulary and grammar, they will be 
easily to write paragraph writing. 
It means that the students who want to increase their writing need to 
improve their vocabulary and grammar because vocabulary is the main thing 
to understand the words and to express anything and then grammar as the 
knowledge about structure of sentence, connecting word, to make their 
writing can be understood clearly. 
 
CONCLUSION 
Based on the result of the research, it can be concluded: 
1. There was a significant correlation between students’ vocabulary 
mastery and their paragraph writing ability because the counting 
showed that rcount = 0.80 is higher than rtable., with N= 40 for 
significant level 5%. It was gained 0.361. It means that 0.80 > 
0.361. 
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2. There was a significant correlation between students’ grammar 
mastery and their paragraph writing ability because the counting 
showed that rcount = 0.62 is higher than rtable., with N= 40 for 
significant level 5%. It was gained 0.361. It means that 0.62 > 
0.361. 
3. There was a significant multiple correlation between students’ 
vocabulary and grammar mastery in their paragraph writing ability 
because the counting showed that rcount = 0.8 is higher than rtable., 
with N= 40 for significant level 5%. It was gained 0.361. it means 
that 0.8 > 0.361. 
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